
Franco-Scottish Society (Edinburgh Branch) 
Annual General Meeting, Wednesday 29th June 2022 

4.15pm at French Institute Edinburgh 

 

Present: Philip Bennet, Warden Black, Beatrice Carter, Christiane 

Cooper (CC), John Cooper, Cathy Crawford, Catriona Dalling (CD), 

Sylvia Davidson (SD), Patricia Fraser, Irene Gibb, Tom Gibb, Catherine 

Hare, Geoff Hare, Anne-Colette Lequet (ACL) , Norah Smith , Tom 

Wight(TW). 

Apologies: Gillian Arjat-Somerville, Annie Ashwell, Michael Ashwell, 

Elizabeth Baird, Bill Cantley, May Collins, Luc Degonville, Eleanor 

Dempster, Elspeth Hough, Odile Hughson, Davis Hughson, Rosemary 

Johnston, James Laidlaw, John Renwick, Jennifer Scarce. 

 

The Chair (ACL) welcomed the members and opened the meeting at 

4.20 pm. 

Announcements/Intimations 

Since the last AGM the Branch was sorry to report the death of 

James (Eddie) Fraser(20/07/21),  Prof.Gordon Millan (30/08/21) and 

Emmanuel Cocher , ex consul general (06/05/22). 

Several members of the French Institute (FI) staff will be leaving 

soon. ACL thanked these members for all the help they provided 

during the year. 

 

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting (21/07/21).  Accepted.  

(Proposed SD, seconded TW)    

 



2.  Matters Arising.    TW indicated that a small presentation on 

the Biennial FSSS Exchange Trip would follow at the end of 

today’s meeting. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report (circulated with other papers prior to the 

AGM) 

  TW talked to a PowerPoint presentation of the Branch finances, 

explaining the purposes, uses and balances of the 4 Branch Accounts.  

Account 1 Current Account      

There are 48 members.  No Capitation Fee had been requested.  TW 

added that the joint FSS Edin/FI agreement and shared programme 

had permitted economies on rent of premises. 

Account 2 Education Fund 

TW provided a resumé to the background of the Alexander Gray 

Fund (AGF) purposes. TW explained that the Education Fund 

received no AGF income last year, as there had been no projects to 

support due to Covid restrictions.  

(ACL added that members’ suggestions for any future proposals 

would be welcome and she had contacted the Education Officer for 

the East of Scotland). 

 Account 3 Lecture Fund 

We received £500 from the AGF for activities in French and sending 

the Bulletin. 

 

Savings/Reserve Account  



Income derives from donations to the Branch.  This account formerly 

generated some interest, but recent low bank rates have impacted 

severely on this. This fund is used for educational projects which the 

Branch supports.  

 

The Branch committee proposed that next year’s Branch subscription 

fees should return to the pre-pandemic levels of :  

 Ordinary Member - £20, Patron Member - £40 

This was overwhelmingly accepted by the membership. 

 

4. Chair’s Report (circulated with other papers prior to the AGM) 

   ACL talked to a PowerPoint presentation of the year’s activities. 

-She described the successful return to face-to-face events after the 

effects of the Pandemic and to the very smooth -working partnership 

with the FI, which has now developed. 

-ACL also noted the ‘new’ meeting time of 4.15 -6.15pm in the FI 

with the addition of some extra events, such as concerts or debates 

which could be of interest to students or working people, offered at 

6.00 pm. She asked whether members wished to continue with this 

arrangement in the new session.  There was a consensus, and it is 

hoped that this will have the agreement of the FI. 

-The Chair’s Report then summarised last year’s monthly events, 

provided both by guest speakers and by FSS members.   

- Extra details on speakers for members’ interest were given:  -    



   Heloise Le Moal had been the Winner of the Land Commission 

Award in Scotland. 

   Samira Sedira, the Guest Speaker from France invited in March, had 

since been nominated for ‘The Golden Dagger Award’ for Crime 

Fiction in Translation, held in London on 29th June. 

   The Edinburgh Branch also co-hosted the ‘Far-Right in France and 

the 2022 Elections’ discussion evening with Emile Chabal, Marta 

Lorimer and Tim Peace. This successful event had a good mixed 

audience. The Chair thanked FI staff member Hamish, Leeson who 

recorded this event. 

-ACL stressed the Edinburgh Branch is keen to offer a programme of 

varied topics to appeal to a wide audience. It has been successful this 

year in attracting new members.  

 

The Chair was pleased to highlight the success of Education & 

Cultural projects throughout the year sponsored by the Edinburgh 

Branch to cover various levels of French language learning.  These 

have considerably increased the Branch’s visibility by stating the 

source of support. 

-‘The Concours de l’ecriture’  aimed at university students. 

SD pointed out that the posters with texts were still on public display  

-The ‘Cinéma à l’ Ecole’, aimed at secondary and primary pupils was 

running well.  

  SD added detailed background information to the student entries. 

TW felt it very worthwhile to continue with this, requesting the 

meeting’s consent for further involvement. This was given 



 

FI librarian, Catherine Guiat, has other possible projects to develop 

for Primary pupils, but was unfortunately unable to attend today’s 

AGM.   TW offered to include further details on Primary workshops in 

the Newsletter.  

-ACL described the background to the initiative with the Edinburgh 

College Catering Department, where the Déjeuner des Membres was 

held in March. The Edinburgh Branch supported the Catering Dept 

Exchange with Dinard lycée hotelier. This proved to be of great 

benefit, as well as greatly enjoyed by the students involved. 

  CC asked whether we would continue to support this initiative. 

Members favour this type of project. Details will be discussed later at 

committee level and circulated to members.  

 

-Outreach and keeping in touch 

Branch members Odile Hughson, Geoff Hare & Tom Wight, had 

visited Aberdeen and Perth on different dates to offer presentations 

on various topics. 

Agnes Ness who offered a ‘Masterclass’ to Edinburgh Branch 

members on Degas,  was consequently invited to provide a guided 

tour to Edinburgh University French Club in the National Gallery. 

 

All members receive information regularly on French language and 

cultural events from the committee and members, also shared with 

Perth and Aberdeen Branches. It was pointed out that information 

should be of a  “neutral” nature and not linked to any political or 



religious current which could put the society in an ambivalent 

position.  

 

5. 2022/2023 Programme and Projects 

 

 A rough outline of the 2022-23 proposed programme was     

  given.  

i) A general consensus preferred the Pot d’Accueil take place 

in October, like last year. 

  ii)  After a member’s request for a topic on George Sand, ACL 

indicated a possible speaker had been found and would be invited. 

iii) Another member has suggested a pianist for a concert. 

iv) SD felt it worthwhile exploring possible lectures in Art 

History (in French) from Edinburgh University.  

v) ACL was pleased to advise that previous speaker Marion 

Schmid had kindly agreed to return at some point to talk on 

La Nouvelle Vague Cinéma. 

vi) CD proposed inviting member Agnes Ness to revisit the 

Gallery with FSS members and also suggested combining a 

lunch in the gallery with this visit. 

Members were keen to continue supporting the ‘concours de 

l’ecriture’, the French Film Festival and possible workshops for 

primary schools. 

Information was given out on a joint event being organised at 

national level in Perth for members in October. This would normally 

have been circulated centrally. 

 



6 & 7 Election/Re-election of Office Bearer’s and Committee 

Members 

No nominations were received prior to the AGM. 

TW pointed out that at the previous AGM the Chair and Hon 

Treasurer had agreed to continue in office on a temporary basis to 

allow for the vacancies in the three office bearer posts to be filled. 

The Hon. Vice chair continued in post for a further year.  The Branch 

committee consisted of the Temporary Chair, the Hon Vice-chair, the 

Temporary Treasurer, Christiane Cooper and Warden Black.  The 

quorum of the committee is 4 according to the Branch Constitution.  

The members at the 2021-2022 AGM agreed that the Branch would 

continue with the above structure.  

Again, despite having approached members, no nominations were 

received for the Office bearer posts this year.  The Vice-chair had 

reached the end of his mandate and did not seek re-election. He was 

thanked for his contribution and work over the years.       

The options open to the Branch were “closure” (Helensburgh Branch 

closed for lack of Office Bearers as did the Dumfries and Galloway 

Branch), the creation of a new Association along the lines of the ex-

Inverness Branch, or continuing as the FSS Edinburgh Branch with a 

Chair, an Hon. Treasurer and the tasks of the Hon. Secretary being 

shared among committee members. The post of Hon Vice-chair is 

optional in an Unincorporated Association.  More members would be 

required for the Committee. 

When asked for a decision, the members agreed: 

1. To continue as the Franco-Scottish Society of Scotland 

(Edinburgh Branch) in its present form as an autonomous 

unincorporated association according to its constitution.  



2. To increase the number of Committee members, with three 

extra members kindly offering to join (The Committee is now 

made up of the Chair, the Hon Treasurer, Christiane Cooper, 

Warden Black, Sylvia Davidson, Beatrice Carter and Norah 

Smith.) 

3. To allow the Secretarial tasks to be shared between the 

Committee members and other Branch Members on an “event 

by event” basis. 

 

It was agreed that the admin tasks of the Secretary would be helped 

by including as much information as possible on the website. 

The Committee members will seek to fill the Hon Secretarial post 

a.s.a.p. but feel that in the present circumstances the above solution 

is the most expedient. 

8. A.O. C. B. 

None was submitted 

 

9. Date of next meeting  

The next AGM dates will be either 3rd or 10th May 2023 and this 

will be confirmed.  

 

W.A.B.  29th June 2022 


